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Dear Reader, 
Were glad you are reading this Berean Bites booklet! 


The Berean Call was founded in 1992. Over the years we have accu- 
mulated a massive archive of information on a variety of topics. We 
have a weekly radio program, monthly newsletter, and yearly confer- 
ence, as well as books, CDs, and DVDs by Dave Hunt, T. A. McMahon, 
and others. 


The content of this booklet has been gleaned from our archives. We 
believe that what is presented here is consistent with what the Bible 
teaches, but don’t take our word for it! 


The name of our ministry comes from the Bereans in Acts 17:11, who 
“searched the scriptures daily,” to “know if these things are true. We 
encourage you to do the same. 


We hope that what we present will encourage you to search the 
Scriptures daily and let God confirm in your heart what is true. 


For much more information on this subject see: 


+ Related newsletter articles 
+ Related radio programs, and other audio 
+ More questions and answers 


+ A free digital version of this booklet 





+ A free digital version of the study guide 
that accompanies this booklet 


Please also visit our website, www.thebereancall.org to access our 
complete research archives. 





Our online store is located at wwwthebereancall.com. 





Or call us at 800-937-6638 if you are interested in receiving our 
newsletter and other materials by regular mail. 


INTRODUCTION 


MOST PEOPLE reading this booklet will probably have had some contact 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses (JWs), primarily through their knocking on the 
doors of homes to promote their particular teachings. We can appreciate 
the “zeal” they have for their faith that prompts them to work diligently at 
presenting their message to every home in a neighborhood. 


Indeed, Jehovah’s Witnesses speak often of their zeal. In a paragraph to be 
found at their official website, they say, “As Jehovah’s Witnesses, we are the 
only people who have that special honor [of having] God and Christ direct 
our work to help people ‘become reconciled to God, that is, to become his 
friends (2 Corinthians 5:20). So Jehovah uses us to draw people to him. As a 
result, millions in more than 235 lands have become God’s friends and have 
the hope of everlasting life (Titus 2:11). We show zeal in our preaching work 
and invite ‘anyone that wishes’ to learn the truth (Revelation 22:17). We are 
‘zealous for fine works); that is, we love what we do for Jehovah and do 
the best we can to please him (Titus 2:14)” (https://www. jw. org/en/publica- 
tions/magazines/ws20130515/zealous-for-fine-works/). 


According to the content of this paragraph, they are zealous “in [their] 
preaching work and invite ‘anyone that wishes’ to learn the truth.” The 
question then becomes, what do they teach as part of that “truth?” What 
are the distinctives of their particular faith? 


The Nature of God 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that God is the Creator and Supreme Being, 
but their view of deity stands apart from biblical Christianity. Witnesses 
reject the doctrine of the Trinity and believe that it isn’t taught in Scripture. 
They view God as “the Father, an invisible spirit person” completely sep- 
arate from the Son. “Jehovah,” the name of God, is said to be “infinite, but 
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approachable.” Jehovah is not believed to be omnipresent but resides in 
heaven. 


The “Jesus” of Jehovah’s Witnesses 


The Jehovah’s Witness “Jesus,” though regarded as “divinity,” is a created 
being. “If we believe Jesus and understand the plain teaching of the Bible, 
we will respect him as the divine Son of God that he is. We will also worship 
Jehovah as ‘the only true God” (https://www. jw. org/en/publications/maga- 
zines/wp20090407/is-jesus-god/). 


The Holy Spirit is defined as God’s “active force” and neither the third part 
of the Trinity nor a “person.” 


Jesus Christ is believed by Jehovah’s Witnesses to be God’s “only-begot- 
ten Son,” whose life began in heaven as the direct creation of Jehovah. As 
God’s “first creation,” he is the “exact representation of God” but a separate 
entity and not part of a Trinity. Jesus was used by God in the creation of “all 
other things.” He is believed by Jehovah’s Witnesses to be the Archangel 
Michael, whom they consider to be “the Word” of John 1:1. 


The Holy Spirit 


The Holy Spirit is regarded by JWs as God’s “force or holy spirit” but not 
a separate person. According to Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Scriptures do at 
times personify the “holy spirit,” but “the holy spirit is not a person simply 
because in some instances it is personified.” According to them, the Bible 
also personifies wisdom, death, and sin (See “Is the Holy Spirit a Person?” 


jw.org). 


Salvation 


Regarding salvation, according to their organization website, they believe 
“deliverance from sin and death is possible through the ransom sacrifice 
of Jesus (Matthew 20:28; Acts 4:12). To benefit from that sacrifice, peo- 
ple must not only exercise faith in Jesus but also change their course of 
life and get baptized (Matthew 28:19, 20; John 3:16; Acts 3:19, 20). A per- 
son’s works prove that his faith is alive (James 2:24, 26 -[our emphasis ]). 
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However, salvation cannot be earned—it comes through “the undeserved 
kindness of God”—Galatians 2:16, 21. 


But how did these particular beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses come about? 


Charles Taze Russell 


The group known today as “Sehovah’s Witnesses” (JWs) is traceable back 
to Charles Taze Russell. Born into a Presbyterian family in 1868, at age 16, 
Russell was a member of a Congregational Church when “he found himself 
losing faith.” This was realized not only in that he began to doubt church 
creeds and doctrines but he was also doubting God and the Bible itself. Ina 
chance encounter, Russell met Adventist preacher Jonas Wendell. 


The Problem of Hell 


Russell continued to attend Bible studies and study Scripture with the influ- 
ence of various Adventist laymen and ministers. During this time he met 
regularly with a small group of friends to discuss the Bible. This study group 
came to regard him as their leader, or pastor. A part of “losing his faith” was 
because Russell couldn’t reconcile the idea of an eternal hell with a merciful 
God. His solution for this dilemma showed the influence of Seventh-day 
Adventist teaching. Instead of the biblical teaching of “a hell prepared for 
the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41), Russell embraced the teaching 
of “annihilation,” which means that at the last judgment, all the wicked are 
utterly consumed by the fire of God. 


Soul Sleep and Unintended Consequences 


Along with annihilation, Russell accepted the teaching of soul sleep, which 
denies the idea that we are “spirit, soul, and body” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). In 
practical terms, this means that the “soul” (the essence of a person) ceases 
to exist after death. An individual has no consciousness of anything after 
death and remains only in the memory of Jehovah until he resurrects both 
the wicked and the righteous. 


One error soon leads to another, and so it was with Russell as he moved 
away from the truth of Scripture. Having accepted the Adventist teaching 
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on soul sleep, he faced the question of Christ’s deity. If Jesus is God, but 
he died on the cross, then who was running the universe while he ceased 
to exist for three days? Rather than acknowledge his error, Russell pro- 
ceeded to deny the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ altogether in 1882. Thus 
in Russells mind, Jesus must be merely a created being, in fact, Michael the 
Archangel come to earth in human form. In truth, this being was “another 
Jesus,” not the Jesus of the Bible (2 Corinthians 11:4). 


Jesus Did Not Rise Physically from the Dead 


Although this “Jesus” died on behalf of humanity on a “torture stake” (not a 
“cross”), Russell also taught that Jesus rose “spiritually” rather than “phys- 
ically.” This was despite the declaration of Jesus to Thomas that “...a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). The question is 
then asked, “What happened to the body of Jesus?” In his Studies in the 
Scriptures series, Russell wrote, “Our Lord’s human body was, however, 
supernaturally removed from the tomb; because had it remained there it 
would have been an insurmountable obstacle to the faith of the disciples, 
who were not yet instructed in spiritual things—for ‘the spirit was not yet 
given’ (John 7:39). We know nothing about what became of it, except that it 
did not decay or corrupt (Acts 2:27, 31). Whether it was dissolved into gases 
or whether it is still preserved somewhere as the grand memorial of God’s 
love, of Christ’s obedience, and of our redemption, no one knows” (Studies 
in the Scriptures, Vol. 2, pg. 129). 


Blood Transfusions 


Perhaps one of the most controversial teachings of JWs is their ban on 
blood transfusions. According to their website, “This is a religious issue 
rather than a medical one. Both the Old and New Testaments clearly com- 
mand us to abstain from blood (Genesis 9:4; Leviticus 17:10; Deuteronomy 
12:23; Acts 15:28, 29). Also, God views blood as representing life (Leviticus 
17:14). So we avoid taking blood not only in obedience to God but also out 
of repsect for him as the Giver of life” (https://www,jw.org/en/jehovahs-wit- 
nesses/faq/jehovahs-witnesses-why-no-blood-transfusions/). 
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This teaching was introduced in 1945, and subsequent years have seen some 
changes. It has been documented that Watchtower publications during the 
time of Judge Rutherford’s leadership actually commended the “commer- 
cial and emergency uses of blood.” The July 1945 Watchtower was the first 
time it was said that God’s prohibition also applied to human blood. The 
article included mention of blood transfusions, though not directly forbid- 
ding them (The Watchtower 1945 Jul 1, pp. 199-200). In September 1945, the 
following commentary was made: “When we lose our life because we refuse 
inoculations, that does not bear witness as a justification of Jehovah’s name. 
God never issued regulations which prohibit the use of drugs, inoculations 
or blood transfusions. It is an invention of people, who, like the Pharisees, 
leave Jehovah’s mercy and love aside” (Consolation, September 1945, p. 16). 


Officially, however, JWs who voluntarily accept a transfusion and do not 
repent for their action are considered disassociated from the group since 
they are considered to be abandoning its doctrines and are subsequently 
shunned by members of the organization (Muramoto, O., “Bioethics of the 
refusal of blood by Jehovah’s Witnesses: Part 3. A proposal for a don’t-ask- 
don’t-tell policy” (Journal of Medical Ethics, December 1999, 25 (6): 463-8). 


Shunning 


Those JWs who are judged to have become unbelievers and have no inten- 
tion of returning to the Watchtower Society are “disfellowshipped.” A 
disfellowshipped person is to be shunned by all family and friends, usually 
for the remainder of their life. 


“Thus “disfellowshiping” is what Jehovah’s Witnesses appropriately call the 
expelling and subsequent shunning of such an unrepentant wrongdoer” 
(Watchtower, Sept. 15, 1981, p. 22). 


“... a simple ‘Hello’ to someone can be the first step that develops into a 
conversation and maybe even a friendship. Would we want to take that first 
step with a disfellowshiped persone” (Ibid, p. 25). 
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Who Will Inhabit Heaven? 


Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that only 144,000 faithful Christians actually go 
to heaven to rule with Christ in the kingdom of God. They believed that most 
of those were already in heaven by 1935, but in 2007 the accumulated num- 
ber of 144,000 “anointed” (considered to have ended in 1935), was changed 
to an indefinite period: “It appears that we cannot set a specific date for 
when the calling of Christians to the heavenly hope ends” (Watchtower, May 
1, 2007, pp. 30-31). JWs understand Jesus’ words at John 3:3 (“except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”) to apply only to the 
144,000 who are “born again” as “anointed” sons of God in heaven. The 
remainder of faithful believers will live forever on a restored earth. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses and Prophecy 


As years went by, Russell came to question many other historic and biblical 
Christian doctrines. He concluded that the teachings of Christianity were 
corrupt and, with the influence of Adventism, adopted other teachings per- 
taining to prophecy: 


e The end times had begun in 1799. 


e Christ had returned invisibly in 1874 and was crowned as the 
King of Heaven four years later. 


e All Christians who had already died would be resurrected 
before the end of 1878, and in 1914 Armageddon would be ush- 
ered in. 


When 1878 came and went with no resurrections of believers, Russell reex- 
amined those teachings and began to distance himself from some of these 
Adventist beliefs. He founded and began publishing Zion’s Watch Tower and 
Herald of Christ’s Presence. 


Russell eventually wrote a book series entitled Studies in the Scriptures. 
As author, he did not claim “infallibility’ but at the same time wrote that 
God’s plan of salvation could not be understood independently from his 
[Russells] writings. He stated, “if he then lays [the Studies in the Scriptures] 
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aside and ignores them and goes to the Bible alone, though he has under- 
stood his Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two years he 
goes into darkness” (“The Harvest: The Due Time for a Clear Unfolding of 
the Truth,” Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, September 15, 1910). 


Extra-biblical Sources 


Russell’s claim to spiritual knowledge and authority was not limited to 
Scripture. Consider one of his best-known prophecies concerning the 
return of the Lord and the setting up of His kingdom, for which Russell set 
an October 1914 date. How he determined this date is of interest. In Thy 
Kingdom Come, vol. 3 (1890), Russell in great detail showed his dependence 
upon the measurements inside the Great Pyramid, using “pyramid inches” 
(a nonexistent form of measurement) that he borrowed from another 
writer (C. Piazzi Smyth, Our Inheritance in the Great Pyramid, 1880, orig. 
pub. 1864, https;//archive.org/details/ourinheritanceioismytgoog). Russell 
believed that the construction of the pyramid was inspired by God and cor- 
roborated the Bible, with its measurements revealing the dates of Christ’s 
Second Coming. 


In Russells Studies in the Scriptures series he specifically identified 1914 
as the “full end of the times of the Gentiles” and consequently the “far- 
thest limit” of human rulership (Russell, Charles Taze, “The Time is At 
Hand,” Studies in the Scriptures Vol. 2, Tower Publishing Co., pp. 76, 77). 
As early as 1889 Russell wrote, “... we consider it an established truth that 
the final end of the kingdoms of this world, and the full establishment of 
the Kingdom of God, will be accomplished by the end of A.D. 1914.” Also, 
“with the end of A.D. 1914, what God calls Babylon, and what men call 
Christendom, will have passed away, as is already shown from prophecy” 
(Studies In The Scriptures, Vol. lll, 1897). 


At the beginning of Christ’s millennial reign, Russell’s followers were waiting 
for the coming translation [resurrection] of the saints to rule with Christ 
that year (Chryssides, George D., “How Prophecy Succeeds: The Jehovah’s 
Witnesses and Prophetic Expectations,” International Journal for the Study 
of New Religions, 1[ 1] pp. 27-48). 
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Another Failed Date Setting 


The date came and went. Consequently, in November 1914, after his proph- 
ecy had failed, he wrote that the period of transition could run a “good 
many years.” Some emphasis was given to events following the outbreak 
of World War | in August of 1914 as the beginning of the fulfillment. (Pastor 
Russell’s Sermons, “The present great war in Europe is the beginning of the 
Armageddon of the Scriptures,” 1917, p. 676). 


It was Judge Joseph Rutherford, Russell’s successor following his death 
in 1916, who first stated that Christ’s (invisible) return and “presence” 
occurred in 1914, instead of 1874. 


The 1914 date wasn’t mentioned again in Watchtower Society publications 
until 1943, and it is only since 1943 that 1914 has been consistently identi- 
fied to be the beginning of the Last Days and the invisible return of Jesus 
presence and rulership (http://www. archive. org/details/1930-1934TheGold- 
enAgeMagazine). 


Like many who begin with a history of setting specific dates for prophecy, 
JWs through the years have continued to issue prophecies that are shown 
to be false on the predicted date. Some dates include 1925 and 1975. 


False Prophecy Continues 


Judge Rutherford followed Russells example and issued prophecies in 
the name and authority of God, saying that 1925 would mark the year of 
Christ’s kingdom appearing (Rutherford, Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die, Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1920, pp. 97, 105, 140). In The 
Watchtower magazine, September 1, 1922, we find stated, “The date 1925 is 
even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures because it is fixed by the 
law of God to Israel... . [One can see how] even before 1925 the great crisis 
will he reached and probably passed” (p. 262). In 1925, Judge Rutherford 
prophesied that the “Great Patriarchs” of the ages would be resurrected. 
Rutherford never abandoned his hope that this would happen soon, and 
even though the Watchtower Society bought acreage and built a Spanish 
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style mansion in 1929 for those who would return, the patriarchs never 
occupied the home where Rutherford lived his last years. 


The Society prophesied that 1975 would see the beginning of the millen- 
nium. In 1968, the Watchtower Society made somewhat of a confession to 
failure, saying, “True, there have been those in times past who predicted 
an ‘end to the world’, even announcing a specific date. The ‘end’ did not 
come. They were guilty of false prophesying. Why? What was missing? . . . 
Missing from such people were God’s truths and the evidence that He was 
guiding and using them. But what about today? Today we have the evidence 
required, all of it, and it is overwhelming!” (Awake! magazine, 10/8/1968, p. 
23). 


The confidence in their extrabiblical “overwhelming” evidence proved to 
be misplaced, however, and in their publication (The Watchtower, March 1, 
1975), Jehovah’s Witnesses leaders wrote, “The Bible itself establishes the 
rules for testing a prophecy in Deuteronomy 18:20-23 and 13:1-8 . . . ” (p. 151). 


The 1975 prophecy is clearly condemned by Scripture. The requirement is 
100 percent accuracy. 


Summary of Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs 
(see references below) 


1. God is only “one god,” (named “Jehovah”) and consequently only 
one person. Consequently, the Godhead is not “Triune.” 


2. Jesus is not Jehovah God, but a created god. 
3. Jehovah’s Witnesses are forbidden to worship Jesus. 


4. Prior to coming to the earth, Jesus was originally Michael the 
archangel who became a man. 


5. Jehovah’s Witnesses are essentially polytheists. 


6. The holy spirit is not a person or personality, but rather an energy 
force. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


As has been noted, the Jehovah’s Witnesses have added numerous 
extra-biblical teachings to their religious belief system as well as to their 
New World Translation Bible. Yet although their many additions are false, 
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Jesus did not rise from the dead in his physical body following his 
death ona “torture stake, burial and resurrection,” but as a spirit. 


Jesus was born again. 


Jesus’ invisible return to and rule over the earth began in 1914. 


. Jesus’ sacrifice for the ransom of mankind did not include Adam. 


They proclaim that their church is the prophet of God and the 
only channel of God’s truth. 


Only their church members will obtain salvation. 


Good works are necessary for salvation. 


. Annihilation follows death, when the soul ceases to exist after 


death. 


Only 144,000 Jehovah’s Witness who are “born again” will go to 
heaven. 


Only the 144,000 who are born again may take communion. 
Blood transfusions are a sin 
The universe is billions of years old. 


Satan was entrusted with the obligation and charged with the 
duty of overseeing the creation of the earth. 


Among other “convictions,” JWs refuse to vote, salute the flag, 
or sing the national anthem. They do not celebrate Christmas, 
Easter, or other holidays, and even refuse to celebrate birthdays. 
They refuse to serve in the armed forces. 
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some of the errors would not keep them from receiving the salvation that 
comes only through Jesus Christ. For example, if one believes that Christ 
died on a stake rather than a cross he would be wrong. But that error in 
itself would not necessarily keep him from believing the Gospel. The same 
could be said of many other JW beliefs such as not celebrating birthdays or 
secular holidays or refusing blood transfusions. 


The critical error for JWs—the issue that condemns them—is the rejection 
of the biblical Jesus. They have conjured up another Jesus, one fashioned 
by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society and its leaders. Their false 
Christ cannot save anyone any more than a fake surgeon could successfully 
transplant a heart. Again, their faith in a false Christ is worse than a belief in 
vain; it separates them forever from the One who is “the way, the truth, and 
the life,’ and who is the only One who can save them. 
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“Jesus was the first person to be born again. He was baptized in the Jordan 
River, after which God anointed (or, baptized) him with holy spirit. 

Jesus was thus born again as a spiritual son of God with the hope of 
returning to life in heaven. (Mark 1:9-11) God fulfilled this hope by 
resurrecting Jesus as a spirit creature”—Acts 13:33 (https://www.jw.org/en/ 
bible-teachings/questions/what-does-it-mean-to-be-born-again/) [All lower 
case letters for names or titles in the original.] 


The Truth Shall Make You Free, p. 300. 


“The man Adam is not included in those ransomed. Why not? Because he 
was a willful sinner, was justly sentenced to death, and died deservedly and 
God would not reverse his judgment and give Adam life” (Let God be True, 
1946, p. 119, 1946; http://www.watchtower.org/e/bh/article_o5.htm. 


The Watchtower, April 1, 1972, p. 197; The Watchtower, Feb. 15, 1981, p. 19. 
The Watchtower, Feb. 15, 1979, p. 30. 

Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 1, pp. 150, 152. 

Let God be True, pp. 59, 60, 67. 


Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, pp. 75; 166-167, 361; Let God be True, 
p. 121; Watchtower, 11/15/54, p. 681. 


The Watchtower, Nov. 15th, 1954, p. 681). “In contrast to the “little flock” 
of those called to rule with Christ, the vast majority of us hope to be 

part of “a great crowd” who will gain everlasting life on earth. (Luke 

12:32; Revelation 7:9, 10) While those of us with an earthly hope do not 
partake of the Memorialemblems, we do join in expressing thanks for the 
sacrifice that Jesus made in our behalf” (https://www.jw.org/en/jehovahs- 
witnesses/faq/lords-supper/). 


Reasoning from the Scriptures, 1985, pp. 72-73. 


Your will Be Done on Earth, p. 43. Although JWs profess to honor and 
believe the Word of God, they have added a number of ideas to the biblical 
account. For example, each of the 6 days of Creation in Genesis 1 was 7000 
years long. They concluded, therefore, that man was created after 42,000 
years of the earth being prepared; Let God be True, p. 168. 


Children, p. 55. 
https://wol.jw.org/en/wol/s/r1/lp-e2q=holidays&p=par. 


WARNING THE WITNESSES 


ONE HAS TO ADMIRE the zeal of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They put in 
many hours going door to door trying to convince people they don’t know 
to believe what they believe. Although the zeal is commendable in one 
sense, it’s tragic in another. Their incessant labor to attain salvation is worse 
than fruitless; even more important, it is a rejection of the only way they 
can be saved. 


Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Jesus is God “manifest in the flesh” (1 
Timothy 3:16). He declares that He is Jehovah God and that those who do 
not believe in Him cannot be saved: “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins: for if ye believe not that | am he, ye shall die in your sins” 
(John 8:24). 


There are many very good ministries and resources that address the errors 
and deceits of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Even though | am 
familiar with a number of such ministries and their books, articles, and 
videos, | have to admit that | am hardly the well-equipped, ready-to-straight- 
en-them-out apologist | should be when JWs come to my door. One of the 
problems is that they come by at unexpected, even inopportune, times, and 
too often my flesh would much rather avoid them or send them packing. My 
wife takes another tack (which doesn’t help matters). She uses the “honey 
approach,” which is not to be confused with the “you can catch more flies 
with honey than with vinegar” tactic. After she greets them, she calls out 
to me, “Honey, it’s for you!” To say that ’ve had a good attitude in the past 
about engaging them would be as truthful as their New World Translation. 
So, lm under much conviction to repent of my former ways and, by God’s 
grace, be willing to minister to those who are just as lost and in bondage as 
| was before Christ transformed my life. 
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To that end, this article is hardly the “be all and end all” for witnessing 
to Jehovah’s Witnesses, but some may find it helpful. Part of the prob- 
lem is that the JWs have so many false teachings that it can be a dilemma 
remembering them, not to mention deciding what to address. They have 
their own error-filled bible, which was fabricated in order to support their 
unbiblical doctrines. They have false prophecies. They have another gospel. 
They have an erroneous view of death and eternal punishment. And they 
have dangerous practices that are based upon their false beliefs. To com- 
pound the problem, at least one of the JWs who comes to your door will 
be a veteran and well trained to argue against anyone who would object to 
his cult’s beliefs. 


What | propose, for those who want to minister to the JWs but who identify 
with my own shortcomings, is to keep things simple by zeroing in on their 
chief problem: they do not believe that Jesus is God but rather a created 
god. Their New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (NWT) spells that 
out quite clearly by corrupting John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.” Jesus, whom JWs 
believe is “the Word,” is “a god.” The problem with that teaching is that it 
defies both what the Bible teaches and reason itself. Exodus 20:1-3 declares, 
“And God spake all these words, saying, | am the Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me.” Jehovah God forbids the manifes- 
tation of other gods simply because there is only one God: “I am the first, 
and | am the last; and beside me there is no God... . Fear ye not, neither 
be afraid: have not | told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are 
even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; | know 
not any” (Isaiah 44:6,8). Isaiah declares that same truth over and over again 
(Isaiah 43:10; 45:5-6, 18, 21-22). Very simply, all other gods are false gods. 


The biblical objections to Jehovah God having created Jesus as a god are 
found throughout Scripture. First of all, no verse in the Bible testifies to 
that JW teaching, and, as we’ve seen, it clearly contradicts the many verses 
declaring that there is only one God. Moreover, Jesus, rather than being a 
“created god,” is the creator and sustainer of all things: “For by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
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whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist” (Colossians 1:16-17). The NWT injects the bracketed 
word “[other]” between “all” and “things” in order to deny the exclusive 
aspect of Jesus creating “all things,” of which only God is capable. Written 
to support the false teachings of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 
the NWT nevertheless elsewhere unwittingly confirms Jesus as the exclu- 
sive creator of “all things”: “All things came into existence through him, and 
apart from him not even one thing came into existence” (John 1:3 NWT). 


The false JW teaching that Jesus is inferior to Jehovah God as a “created 
god” makes His many statements of claiming to be God a lie, and therefore 
He himself a liar. In Exodus, the Lord declared to Moses, “I AM THAT | AM: 
and he said, thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent 
me unto you” (Exodus 3:14). In Isaiah 43:10, as well as many other places, 
Jehovah announces that He is the only true God by declaring Himself to 
be the “I am,” that is, the eternal self-existing One. JWs argue that Jesus is 
not Jehovah, which contradicts the numerous times Jesus identifies himself 
as Jehovah, the “I am” (John 8:28; 11:25; 13:13; 14:10-11, etc.). In John 8:58-59 
Jesus proclaimed, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Before Abraham was, | am.” 
Although the Watchtower Society doesn’t accept the fact that Jesus was 
claiming to be Jehovah God by His declaration, the Jewish religious lead- 
ers took Him at His word when He said that He and His Father are one: 
“Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered them, 
Many good works have | showed you from my Father; for which of those 
works do ye stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work 
we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God” (John 10:30-33). Jesus did not correct their accusation 
because He indeed is God. 


The Jehovah’s Witnesses are in serious trouble and they need to be told 
so. The denial of the biblical teaching that Jesus is Jehovah God is a direct 
rejection of the only One who can save them. They say that’s not the case 
because they believe Jehovah is their savior. They are half-right, because 
Jehovah is certainly the Savior. In fact, Jehovah is the only Savior: “l, even |, 
am the Lord [Jehovah]; and beside me there is no saviour.... There is no 
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God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and there 
is none else” (Isaiah 43:11; 45:21-22). Yet their being “half-right” is akin to a 
bridge that only spans halfway; travelers attempting to cross it will go to 
their death. Jesus said if they do not believe that He is Jehovah they will die 
in their sins John 8:24). 


If there is only one Savior, what then of the verses proclaiming “our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:11; 3:18)? Jesus and God can be our 
Savior only if they are one and the same. That’s exactly what we are told in 
Titus 2:13, which refers to Jesus as “the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” The Greek grammar is indisputable in support of this verse that God 
and our Savior Jesus Christ are the same. 


Only the teaching of the Trinity can reconcile those verses that declare that 
there is only one God and one Savior, yet Jehovah is the Savior, and Jesus is 
the Savior. JWs, however, not only reject the Trinity doctrine, they also dis- 
tort what biblical Christians actually believe, insinuating the false idea that 
they worship three Gods. Not true. The God of the Bible, that is, Jehovah 
God, consists of the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit: one God, 
three Persons. Although the concept of God existing in three persons is 
beyond the grasp of the human mind, that’s the clear teaching through- 
out the Scriptures. Furthermore, the revealed character of God offers 
many logical reasons why God cannot be a singular Being as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses claim. Consider, for example, the truth that God is love (1 John 
4:8). God is also eternal and perfectly complete. Yet love demands an object 
to love. As a singular Being, He would need to create an object of His love in 
order to love. Such a need, if true, would exhibit His lack of being perfectly 
complete. But couldn’t He simply love Himself? No. Self-love is unbiblical. 
Since 1 Corinthians 13:5 teaches us that love isn’t self-seeking, God would be 
contradicting His own Word. Love, therefore, must always have existed in 
the Trinity, in which all three Beings of the Godhead love each other. 


Are there two Jehovahs? The first part of Isaiah 44:6 declares, “Thus saith 
the Lord [Jehovah] the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord [Jehovah] 
of hosts,” and just so there is no misunderstanding, the Lord Jehovah sets 
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the record straight in the latter part of verse 6: “I am the first, and | am the 
last; and beside me there is no God.” Again, only the doctrine of the Trinity 
makes sense of this verse. Furthermore, the King of Israel and His redeemer 
the Lord of hosts both signify Jesus, who is the King of Israel and the King 
of kings and our redeemer (John 18:33, 37; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 19:16; 
Titus 2:13)! 


Further proofs abound that Jesus must be Jehovah God. Consider for exam- 
ple His acceptance of worship. Jesus himself declared that only God is to be 
worshiped (Matthew 4:10) yet He accepted worship as a child by the wise 
men (2:11), by a leper (8:2), by a ruler (9:18), as the Son of God by His dis- 
ciples (14:33), by the two Marys after His resurrection (28:9), and by many 
others including Thomas, who declared to Him, “My Lord and my God” 
(John 20:28). He is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), and by 
Him all things consist (vs. 17). Jesus is identified as the Son, the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6). Jesus is the “Almighty” God, as the Book 
of Revelation proclaims throughout (Revelation 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7,14; 
19:15-16). He made Himself equal with God (Phil 2:6; John 5:18). In Jesus 
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Colossians 2:9). Only God can 
forgive sin, yet Jesus forgave sin (Luke 5:20-25). 


Jehovah’s Witnesses have been deceived into believing that their zealous 
works are what Jehovah requires for His forgiveness of their sins and their 
acceptance by Him. Jesus, however, set straight those who had the same 
belief: “Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work 
the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (John 6:28-29). Only Jesus, 
as God and Man, could (and did!) pay the penalty for the sins of mankind. 
This He fully accomplished as He hung upon the Cross. Tragically, JWs have 
rejected their only hope of eternal life with Jesus because they are looking 
to “another Jesus,” a created one of their own fabrication. They need to be 
warned, however brief one’s encounter with them might be. 


| suggest that the first question to ask the Jehovah’s Witnesses at your door 
is whether or not they believe that Jesus is Jehovah God. You are not look- 
ing for their rationale but rather a declarative yes or no! “No” will be their 
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obvious response, and following that, | recommend that you give them the 
solemn warnings from the Scriptures, beginning with Jesus’ words: “I said 
therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that | 
am he, ye shall die in your sins” (John 8:24). Then, “if we deny him, he also 
will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:12), and “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that | have spoken, the same 
shall judge him in the last day” (John 12:48). And finally, “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3:36). Those verses 
contain the seeds of conviction that | believe need to be planted and then 
followed, of course, by prayer that God’s Word will take root within those 
lost souls at your door and deliver them from their temporal bondage and 
eternal separation from Jehovah God. —TBC 


Words from Jehovah (all from the KJV Bible) 


e “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye 
believe not that | am he, ye shall die in your sins.” — John 8:24 


e “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.”— John 1:1 


e “...lam the first, and | am the last; and beside me there is no 
God. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not | told thee from 
that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is 
there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; | know not any.’— 
Isaiah 44:6, 8 


e “land my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again 
to stone him. Jesus answered them, Many good works have | 
showed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye 
stone me? The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work 
we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, 
being a man, makest thyself God.” — John 10:30-33 


e “l, even |, am the Lord [JEHOVAH]; and beside me there is no 
saviour.” — Isaiah 43:11 
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e “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. ...” — Titus 2:13 


e “Thus saith the Lord [JEHOVAH ] the King of Israel, and his 
redeemer the Lord [JEHOvAH] of hosts. ...” — Isaiah 44:6 


e “Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is writ- 
ten, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve.”— Matthew 4:10 


e “And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him. 
...” — Matthew 2:11 


e “And Thomas answered and said unto [Jesus], My Lord and my 
God.” — John 20:28 


e “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” — John 3:36 


WITNESSING TO THE WITNESSES 


[Radio broadcast—s/8/2002 | 


IN THIS REGULAR feature, Dave and Tom respond to questions from lis- 
teners and readers of The Berean Call. Here is this week’s question: Dear 
Mr. Hunt and Mr. McMahon, For the last month I’ve been talking to two 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in order to witness to them. However, | think Pve got- 
ten in a bit over my head. Do you have any suggestions that might help me 
to be more effective in dealing with them? Also, a friend told me that the 
scriptures say | am not to invite them in my house. Is that true? 
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TOM: Dave, you’ve had a lot of experiences with Jehovah’s Witnesses com- 
ing to your door. I’ve had a bit myself. What do you recommend? 


DAVE: Well Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t come to our door anymore. You 
recognize them instantly. My approach—my wife has a different one; she 
thinks that lm a little rough on them. But | mean, I’m just straightforward. | 
say “You're Jehovah’s Witnesses? Well, so am |. Only | am a true witness for 
Jehovah, and you are false witnesses for Jehovah.” 


You have to get their attention and control of the conversation. They 
get a little bit shocked, and | say, “Well look, let me have your New World 
Translation and we go right to it. First John 5:9 says . . . (Well, you want to 
call God “Jehovah”? Well, let’s put that in there then.): “If we receive the 
witness of men, the witness of Jehovah is greater.” Well, “this is the witness 
of Jehovah and that he has witness concerning his Son. He who has the Son 
of Jehovah has life. He who has not the Son of Jehovah has not life” And 
then John 5:13 says, “These things have | written unto you who believe in the 
name of the Son of Jehovah, that you may know that you have eternal life.” 


So | say, “This is the witness of Jehovah, that we receive eternal life as a 
free gift by receiving Christ. The life is in the Son of Jehovah, and if you 
have him—you receive him, you have eternal life.’ And then | say, “Do you 
have this eternal life? You are Jehovah’s Witnesses. Have you received the 
witness of Jehovah? And do you have this eternal life by having received his 
Son?” 


JW: “Well now, you can’t really know that.” 


| say, “Yes | know. You teach that you have to pass a final test after 
Armageddon, even. But this is what it says: “... that you may know (present 
knowledge) that you have (present possession) eternal life. Do you have 
eternal life? | would sure like you to have it.” 


And if they are really a sharp Jehovah’s Witness, they will say, “Well you 
understand that was written for the 144,000. | haven’t yet met one of the 
144,000.” 


TOM: They’re all out of spaces, aren’t they? 
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Dave: Yes—| don’t know. I’ve never met one. Maybe. But anyway, | say, “Now, 
wait a minute! Where do you get that idea?” 


“Well, it would have to be for the 144,000. They are the ones that have this 
guarantee.” 


“Now wait a minute! Let’s go back and read it again. It says, ‘These things 
have | written unto you that believe in the name of Jehovah that you may 
know...’ So, it tells you to whom it was written, and it’s written to those 
who believe in the name of Jehovah.” So I say, “Indeed, it isn’t written to you, 
because you do not believe in the name of the Son of Jehovah. What is His 
name? Isaiah 9:6: ‘Wonderful, counselor, the mighty God...” 


And they will try to say, “Well, that is mighty God, not almighty God.” 


“Wait a minute, how many Gods are there? This is mighty God, but you’ve 
got an almighty God who’s over him? There’s only one God, even you 
believed that. But | can give you 37 verses in the Old Testament where 
Jehovah is called ‘the mighty God’ But wait a minute, let’s go on. “..The 
mighty God, the everlasting Father? 


“Wow! So the babe born in Bethlehem is not only the Son of God, but He 
is the Father as well, and when Jesus said “I and my Father are one, He was 
right in line with the Old Testament prophecies, and you can only explain 
that by the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Three persons, one God, and 
this is absolutely essential. But without getting into that, | want you to have 
this eternal life. Now if you will believe who Jesus really is—remember in 
John 8, we just went by it...” 


TOM: More slowly. 


DAVE: “Yes, but Jesus said, “Except you believe that / am (and the ‘he’ is 
in italics—that’s the name of Yahweh, Jehovah, who introduced himself to 
Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3). Jesus is saying ‘| AM Yahweh, | AM 
God, and if you do not believe that, you are lost in your sins. And where | go 
(that’s heaven), you will never come. And | am sorry if you don’t believe— 
and you don’t believe that Jesus is God, yet you say he is the Savior? Well, 
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you are trusting someone less than God to save you. But all through the Old 
Testament, Jehovah says He’s the only Savior.” 


TOM: Dave, you know in these days of, sort of, ecumenical song and 
dance—whether it be Mormons that come to your door, whether they are 
Jehovah’s Witnesses—there’s an approach that wants to mix lots of things 
together, because they don’t know where you're coming from when they 
come to your door. And I'd like to talk about Jesus and find out . . . they say, 
“Well, | love Jesus!” and they will tell me immediately they love Jesus, as 
well, and we can spend maybe two to three minutes just sharing how we all 
love Jesus. But then | ask the question, “I thought that it’s only the 144,000 
who'll ever see Jesus or who'll spend time with Jesus in eternity.” 


And they agree to that, and then I ask, “Well are you one of the 144,000?” 
And | say, “Then it’s asad thing, but you don’t and cannot and will not spend 
eternity with him.” 


DAVE: It’s important to know Jesus. Jesus said in John 17:3, “This is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.” And He will say, “Depart from me; | never knew you.” 


Pve often used the illustration, Tom—let’s say that you ask for a picture of 
my wife, and | pull out of my wallet a picture of Marilyn Monroe. You say, “Is 
that your wife? That’s just a dead actress.” 


“Well, | mean, it’s awoman. What does that matter; you know, it’s a female?” 


No, Jesus is a real person. You don’t just throw His name around, and, “Oh, 
| love Jesus!” 


“Yes, but who is Hee Do you know Him? Does He know you? That’s the 
issue that we have to decide, and you just can’t compromise on who He is, 
because then you don’t really know the real Jesus. 








Q&A 


crucified on a cross but rather a single upright stake. Are they 
correct? 


Qiies. The Jehovah’s Witnesses insist that Jesus was not 


RESPONSE: You asked if Jesus was crucified on a stake, as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses teach, and included a section from Vine’s dictionary that 
seems to support this conclusion. Consulting another reference, such as 
Encyclopedia Britannica sheds additional light. The Roman practice of cru- 
cifixion did manifest in various forms, including a single upright as well as an 
upright and crossbar. 


Furthermore, the encyclopedia account noted that the condemned often 
had to carry the crossbar to the place of execution where the upright was 
already in position. The scriptural account refers to this practice when it 
notes that the weakened Jesus was unable to carry his cross and conse- 
quently the soldiers compelled Simon of Cyrene to carry it (Matthew 27:32; 
John 19:17). 


It is also pertinent to consider the Old Testament references prefiguring 
the crucifixion. Prior to the last plague (the death of the firstborn) in Egypt, 
the Jews were told to take actions that would save their households from 
judgment. It’s interesting to note that the blood of the Passover lamb was 
applied both to the doorposts (upright) and lintels (crossbar) of the house. 


The doorpost and lintel comprised the entrance of the house. Isn’t it inter- 
esting that the writer of Hebrews explained that we now have “boldness to 
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh. . .” 
(Hebrews 10:19-20)? 
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Finally, this issue is really a diversion from more important issues. Of greater 
concern is the JW teaching that denies the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
May God give us wisdom and discretion in our witness. 


THE GOSPEL: PURE, SIMPLE, 
AND UTTERLY PROFOUND 


ASK ANYONE if they believe they’re going to heaven when they die, and 
the vast majority will answer, “Well, yes, | believe so.” When asked why they 
believe this to be the case, the answer usually goes something like this: 
“Well, God is a loving God, and I’m a pretty good person.” 


God is indeed a loving God. All of His attributes are perfect. Yet He is alsoa 
God of perfect justice. Therefore, the “not so good” part of “pretty good,” 
as well as the supposed good, also involve sins against God. Everyone is 
included in the category of sinner, because “all have sinned,” according to 
Romans 3:23. The Bible tells us that the penalty for sin is separation from 
God forever, and God’s justice demands that the penalty for sin must be 
paid. Consequently, because the penalty is eternal, man, in his finite state, is 
incapable for atoning for his own sin. 


But there is good news for mankind. In fact, “Good News” is what the 
word “gospel” means. God is perfect in love and mercy, and He has already 
paid the penalty for all humanity—for every single sin of every man and 
woman—past, present, and future! The Word of God declares: “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever belie- 
veth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved” (John 3:16-17; emphasis added). 


This is what God the Father did through His Son Jesus Christ, whose death, 
burial, and resurrection satisfied divine justice, providing eternal reconcili- 
ation with God (1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 5:10-11). What is man’s part? It 
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is simply this: we are to believe in Him for who He is and for what He, and 
only He could, and did, accomplish by dying upon the Cross for all human- 
ity. Salvation is a free gift that has already been paid for in full by Christ our 
Savior. As a gift, it must be received by faith in Him. That is the only neces- 
sity. Any attempt to add to that clear biblical requirement (Titus 3:5), such 
as good works, religious rituals, law keeping, etc., constitutes a rejection of 
Christ’s finished and acceptable sacrifice. 


Our prayer is that you will accept by faith the wonderfully profound and 
immeasurable gift provided by Jesus Christ, our Lord, God, and Savior. All 
you must do is to acknowledge that your sins have separated you from God 
and believe that only Jesus could—and did—pay the full penalty for your 
sins. And then thank Him for His precious gift of eternal life that you have 
received! 


There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death. —Romans 8:1-2 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold all things are become new. 
—2 Corinthians 5:17 


For much more information on this and other subjects, 
please see our online archives for further articles, 
Q&As, radio broadcasts and transcripts. 


www.thebereancall.org 
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ABOUT THE BEREAN CALL 





SEVEN YEARS after publication of the controversial ground-break- 
ing bestseller The Seduction of Christianity in 1985, its authors 
—Dave Hunt and T.A. McMahon—joined forces on another front. 
The Berean Call was formed under the direction of Dave Hunt for 
the purpose of encouraging spiritual discernment among those 
who regarded themselves not just as “evangelicals” but as biblical 
Christians. 

The ministry and newsletter name is taken from Acts 17:11— 
in which the writer of Acts commended those in the synagogue 
of the Greek city of Berea for being more fair minded than those 
in Thessalonica; because not only were they eager to receive the 
Word, but the Bereans also checked it against what the Apostle 
Paul taught them in order to see if his teaching was according to 
the Scriptures. 


The Berean Call (TBC) is a non-denominational, 
tax-exempt organization which exists to: 


ALERT believers in Christ to unbiblical teachings and practices 
impacting the church 


EXHORT believers to give greater heed to biblical discernment and 
truth regarding teachings and practices being currently promoted 
in the church 


SUPPLY believers with teaching, information, and materials which will 
encourage the love of God’s truth, and assist in the development 
of biblical discernment 


MOBILIZE believers in Christ to action in obedience to the scriptural 
command to “earnestly contend for the faith” (Jude 3) 


IMPACT the church of Jesus Christ with the necessity for trusting 
the Scriptures as the only rule for faith, practice, and a life 
pleasing to God 
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Jesus: “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die 
in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, 


ye shall die in your sins.” —John 8:24 





JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES have been deceived into believing that 
their zealous works are what Jehovah requires for His forgiveness of 
their sins and their acceptance by Him. Jesus, however, set straight 
those who had the same belief: “Then said they unto him, What shall 
we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said 
unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent” (John 6:28-29). Only Jesus, as God and Man, could (and did!) 
pay the penalty for the sins of mankind. This He fully accomplished 
as He hung upon the Cross. Tragically, JWs have rejected their only 
hope of eternal life with Jesus because they are looking to “another 
Jesus,” a created one of their own fabrication. They need to be warned, 
however brief one’s encounter with them might be. 
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